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4th February, 1800.

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to a Committee of
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the whole "Houfe on Friday next.

A

A Bill

To eftablifh a general Stamp-Office.

Sec. 1. BE. it enadied by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of
the United States of Amcerica, in Congrefs affembled, That there fhall be
appointed an officer to be denominated f{uperintendant of ftamps, whofe
duty itmall be to fuperintend the ftamping and marking of a1l vellum,
parchment and paper, to diftribute the fame among the officers who
are, or fhall be authorized to {ecure and colleét the duties thereupon,
and to keep fair and true records and accounts of his proceedings : which
faid officer fo to be appointed, fhall be fubjeét to the fuperintendence,
controul and dire@ion of the Trealury Department, according to the
refpeflive authoritics and duties of the officers thereof; and fhall, for the
Letter exccution of the duties and trufts in him repofed, obferve and
execute fuch dire&ions as he fhall from time to time receive from faid
department,

Scc. 2. And beit further enalled, That the faid fuperintendant fhall
holid his office at the {eat of the government of the United States, and
fhall be allowed as a compenfation for his fervices, the fum of

dollars annually, to be paid quarter-yearly

at the Treafury of the United Statés; and fhall alfo be allowed the
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6 necellary expenfes of office rent, fuel, printing and packing, and of
7 procuring books and ftationery for the ufe of his office, and that all
8 letters and packages to and from him fhall be free of poltage.
1+ Sec. g Andbeit further enafled, That the faid fuperintendant fhall,
¢ with the approbation of the principal officer of the Treafury Depart-
3 ment, employ fuch number of clerks and other affiftants in his office as
4 fhall be found neceflary, and fhali apportion and vary the compenfation
5 to eachin fuch manner as the fervices rendercd by each fhall in his
6 judgment require; provided that the whole amount of the compenfa-
7 tions to faid clerks and affiftants fhall not exceed
8 dollars, annually.
1 Stc, 4. And be it further enailed, That the faid {uperintendant
2 fhall, within three months‘after entering upon his office, give bond with
.3 furetics for the truc and faithful exccution thereof, and for the fettle-
4 ment of his ac:counté at the periocis WBiCh fhall be preflciibed by the
§ proper officers at the Treafury-Department, in the fum of
6 dollars, which bond fhall be approved by the Comptroller of the Trea-
7 fury, -and keptin his office to be by him put in fuit for the benefit of
8 the United States, upon any breach of the conditions thereof.
1 Sec. 5 And be it further enacted, That from and after the eftablifh-
2 ment of the office aforefaid at the feat of government, and after three
3 months notice of the>new fYamps hereby dirc@ed to be prepared and
4 iflued, which netice fhall be given by the Secretary of the Treafury, in
5 themanner direfied by the tenth feftion of the aft entitled “ An a&t
6 laying duties on ftamped vellum, parchment, and paper” fo much of the
7 a&t oradls heretofore pafled, as empower and require the fupervifors of

8 the revenue to &amp or mark any vellum, parchment, or paper, fhall

9 ceafe and determine.
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1 Sec. 6. And beit further enadled, Thatif any deed, inftrument or

writing whatever, charged by law with the payment of duty, fhall have

[ &)

been, or fhall be written or printed, by any perfon or perfons whom-

[¥8)

4 foever,upon vellum, parchment, or paper not ftamped or marked accor-
5 ding to law, or upon vellum parchment, or paper ftamped or marked, at
6 a lower rate of duty than is by law required for fuch deed, inftrument
7 or writing, then, andin every fuch cafe, it fhall be lawful for the per-
8 fon or perfons holding fuch deed, inftrument, or writing, to pay to the
g colle€or of the revenue within whofe colleétion diftri€t fuch perfon or
10 perfons fhall refide, the duty chargeable by law on fuch deed inftrument
11 or writing, together with ten dollarsin addition to fuchduty, which duty
12 and additional fum of ten dollars, fuch coileétor is hereby authorized
13 and requﬁred to receive, and without fee or reward to endorfe a re-
14 ceipt therefor, under his hand and {eal upon fome part offuch dced
15 inftrument or writing, which deed, inftrument or writing, fo endorfed
16 it fhall then be lawful for fuch perfon or perfons to produce to the fur-
17 veyor of the revenue within whofe afleflment diftri€t fuch perfon or per-
18 fons fhall refide, which furveyor thereupon and upon the payment
19 by {uch perfon or perfons of cents, as a compenfation
20 for his trouble, which he is hereby authorized to demand and receive,
21 fhall certify under his hand and feal and upon fome part of the faid deed,
22 inftrumentor writing, that the fame fo endorfed as aforefaid, has been
23 produced to him and that the faid endorfement is in his belief, genuine;
24 after which faid endor{fement and certificate, and not otherwife, fuch
25 deed, inftrument or writing fhall be to all intents and purpofes, as yalid
26 and available, as if the fame had been or were ftamped, counterftamped,

27 ormarked as by law required any thingin any agt to the contrary not-

28 withftanding.
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Sgc. 7. And be it further enacled, That every colle&tor of the re-
venue fhall keep a feparate account of all monies by him received in
manner laft aforefaid, and fhall from time to time tran{mit the faid ac-
count together with fuch monies, and a memorandum of all receipts by
him endorfed in manner aforefaid, to the fupervifor of the diftrit, or
the infpeftor of the furvey, as the cafe may be; and that every furveyor
of the revenue fhall from time to time, tranfmit to the faid fupervifor or
infpeQor s the cafe may be, a true copy of all certificates givenby him
as aforefaid, and of the receipts refpeélively certificd.

Sec. 8. And be it further enafled, That if any perfon with intent to
defraud the United States of any fum of monies direfted to be paid by
this a&, or of any of the duties or duty laid by the atentitled ¢ An a&t
laying duties on ftamped vellum, parchment, and paper” fhall counterfeit
orforge,\r.or caufe or procure to be counterfeited or forged, any of the

certificates receipts or endorfements, provided for and direfted by the

7 fixth feltion of thisa&, or fhall utter, pafs away, vend or offerin evi-

3
4

5

dence, in any court of jullice, any fuch forged or counterfeit receipt,
certificate or endorfement, knowing the fame to beforged, or counter~
feit, then every fuch perfon fo offending, and being thereof convifted in
d‘ue form of law, fhall be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, and fhall
be fubje& to be fined in any {um not e;cceeding one thoufand dollars,
and to be imprifoned for any term not exceeding feven years.

Sec. 9. And for the convenience of thofe perfons who may bein-
clined to have their own vellum, .parchmcm, and paper, ftamped or
marked, be it further enacted, That when any perfon, or perflons fhall
depofit any vellum, parchment, or paper, at the office ofany fupervifor,

actompanying the fame witha lift which fhall fpecify the number and
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6 denomination of the ftamps or marks which are to be thereto affixed,
7 it fhall be the duty of the faid fupervifor to tran{mit the fame to the
8 ftamp office at the feat of government, where fuch paper, parchment,
9 and vellum fhall be properly marked or ftamped, and forthwith fent
10 back to the faid fupervifor, who fhall thereupon colle&t the duties and
11 deliver the vellum, parchment, and paper, purfuantto the order of the
12 perfon from whom it was received.
1 Sec. 10. And beat further enaded, That all vellum, parchment, and
2 paper, to be ftamped or marked at the faid office, fhall, before it is de-
3 livered for fale, ufe or diftribution, be carried from the faid office, to
4 the office of the commiffioner of the revenue, and be there counter-
5 ftamped or marked, under the dire@ion of the faid commiffioner, and
6 in fuch manner as the Secretary of the Trealury fhall devife and diret;
7 and after being fo counter-ftamped or marked, fhall be returned to the
8 office of the fuperintendant of ftamps, to be by him diftributed according
g to thetrue intent and meaning of this at, of all which vellum, parch-
10 ment, and paper, f{o {ent to be counter-ftamped, or marked, and [o re-
11 tumed to the office of the fuperintendant aforefaid, an account fhall be
12 kept, by the commiffioner of the revenue, and from time to time re.
13 turned to the proper officers of the Treafury-Department.
t Skc. 11.  And be it further enatled, Thatif any perfon or perfons,
2 with intent to defraud the United States of any of the duties or duty,
3 laid by the aé entitled “ An a& laying duties on ftamped vellum,
4 parchment, and paper”, fhall counterfeit or forge, or fhall caufe, or
5 procure to be counterfeited, orforged, or fhall knowingly, or wilfully
6 aidor affift in counterfeiting, or forging, any ftamp, counter-ftamp, or
7 mark, which fhall be provided or madein purfuance of this a&t, or fhall

8 counterfeit, or refemble, or fhall knowingly and wilfully aid or affift in
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9 counterfeiting or refembling, or fhall caufe to be counterfeited or re-
10 fembled, the impreffion of any fuch ftamp, counter-flamp or mark,
11 upon any vellum, parchment or paper, or fhall knowingly or wilfully,
12 utter, vend, or fell, or offerin evidenceinany courtofjuftice, any vel-
13 lum, parchment or paper, with fuch counterfeit mark, or impreffion
14 thereon, or fhall privately, or fraudulently ufe any ftamp, counter-
15 ftamp, or mark dire&ted or allowed to be ufed by this aét, thenevery
16 fuch perfon fo offending, and being thereof convitted, in due form of
17 law, fhall be adjudged guilty of 2 mifdemeanor, and be fubje& to be fined
18 in any fum not exceeding one thoufand dollars, and imprifoned for any

19 time not exceeding feven years.



